The South, the GOP and the White House By Rhodes Cook T rent Lott's kind words about the 1948 presidential candidacy of Strom Thurmond late last year had a number of ramifications, not the least of which was to throw a spotlight on the critical role that the South has played in the development of the modern Republican Party.
Over its nearly 150-year history, the Republican Party has won presidential elections with support from the South and without it. And arguably, the middle of the 20th century was an important demarcation point in the party's evolution. Through the 1948 election, the GOP regularly lost the South but often won the White House by sweeping every other part of the country.
Yet since the middle of the last century, Republicans have become
The Party of Lincoln
During the GOP's first century of existence, it was widely identified with Northern victory in the Civil War. Republicans won the White House often in the late 19th and early 20th century but with few, if any, electoral votes from the South. GOP inroads were limited to two separate decades -the period of Reconstruction immediately after the Civil War, and the 1920s, when the Democratic Party was rent by division between urban and rural factions.
This publication takes an expansive view of the South, defining it as the 11 states of the Confederacy plus Kentucky and Oklahoma, for a total of 13 states.
Republican and Democratic nominees are listed for each election, with the last name of the winner capitalized.
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South Non-South Total increasingly dependent on the South -to the point that in each of the last three presidential elections, the region has provided the GOP with at least 60% of the party's electoral votes.
Over the past generation or two, Republicans have gone from being viewed as the party of Abraham Lincoln and "the War of Northern Aggression" to the party of Barry Goldwater, Ronald Reagan, states' rights and the "Southern strategy."
They were aided in this transition by the regional, race-oriented third-party efforts of Thurmond in 1948 and George Wallace in 1968, each of which left the Republicans a bit stronger among white voters in the South than they were before. The Thurmond and Wallace candidacies provided vehicles for conservative white Southern Democrats to exit the party of their ancestors without the trauma of directly entering the GOP, regarded by many in Dixie at the time as its own axis of evil.
The Party of Lincoln
I n its formative years, the GOP had literally no appeal in the South. The party's first presidential nominee in 1856, the explorer John C. Fremont, drew not a single recorded vote in any Southern state. Four years later, Lincoln did little better, drawing 1% in Virginia and his native Kentucky
The Party of the 'Southern Strategy' Since 1952 , the GOP has turned its beachheads in the South into total hegemony. In four of the last eight presidential elections, Republicans have swept every state in the region (1972, 1984, 1988 and 2000) . And in a fifth contest (1980) , the GOP carried all but one Southern state. In the process, the South has become an increasingly critical part of the Republican presidential coalition, to the point of providing the GOP ticket with at least 60% of its electoral votes in each of the last three elections.
Republican electoral vote totals are based on the vote for GOP nominees in the Electoral College. "Faithless electors" are not included in the totals.
Republican and Democratic nominees are listed for each election, with the last name of the winner capitalized. Since it fielded its first presidential ticket in 1856, the Republican Party has won nearly 60% of all presidential elections. And if the five-election Democratic win streak during the New Deal era is excluded, the Republican winning percentage jumps to nearly 70%.
Candidates
During the latter part of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th, the GOP won the White House with few, if any, electoral votes from the South. In the last half century, though, the region has become an increasingly important part of the Republican presidential coalition, providing nearly one-third of the party's electoral votes since 1952 and nearly two-thirds of the GOP electors since 1992.
GOP Record in Presidential Elections
Republican But Republican strength did not appear full blown across the South overnight. The GOP went from being a non-factor in the region to a stable presence, before ultimately becoming the major player -helped along by a repositioning of the two parties on the issue of race. Fully 60% of the electoral votes won by George W. Bush in 2000 came from the South. In contrast, the Republicans' historic home, the Midwest, provided the BushCheney ticket a bit less than one-quarter of the party's winning electoral vote total.
In parentheses is the total number of electoral votes in each region in 2000. Bush won every electoral vote from the South. In no other region did he win a majority of electors.
Bush Electoral Votes (2000)
Region
Regional Total As % of GOP National Total Unfortunatley for the Democrats, Carter's showing in 1976 did not prove to be a harbinger of a Democratic revival. When Carter sought reelection in 1980, the entire South deserted him with the exception of Georgia. When Arkansas' Bill Clinton won the White House in the 1990s, he put together a winning coalition that each time included only five Southern states. And when Democrat Al Gore sought the presidency in 2000, he lost the entire South including his home state of Tennessee.
In short, even with a Southerner atop the ticket, the Democrats have settled into a position rather similar to the one that Republicans were in for nearly a century after the Civil War -having to look to the rest of the country for virtually all of their electoral votes.
Meanwhile, Republicans have found themselves in the opposite position -having to rely on solid support from the South to win the presidency, to the point that in 2000 Bush swept the entire region with its large block of electoral votes but still triumphed with just one electoral vote to spare.
So, unless the political landscape changes dramatically over the next year, the South should continue to be a Republican bailiwick. But it also appears that neither party will have a route to the White House in 2004 that allows much room for error.
The South in 2004: Offering Even More Electoral Votes
In recent presidential elections, the Republican base has been the South, while the Democratic base has been the Northeast -a tradeoff that has increasingly worked to the GOP's advantage.
In the coin of the realm for presidential elections -electoral votes -the shift in postwar strength between the two regions has been dramatic. But it was Thurmond's own presidential campaign in 1948 that former Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott lauded in his controversial remarks at Thurmond's 100th birthday party in December. "When Strom Thurmond ran for president, we voted for him. We're proud of it," said Lott of his home state of Mississippi. "And if the rest of the country had followed our lead, we wouldn't have had all these problems over the years, either." Lott contended that he was not talking about racial segregation, something that Thurmond himself argued long after his campaign was over. In a 1976 interview recounted in Nadine Cohodas' biography, Strom Thurmond and The Politics of Southern Change, Thurmond maintained that his campaign was about defining the proper role of the federal government.
"If I had been elected president in 1948, history would be vastly different. I believe we would have stemmed the growth of Big Government," said Thurmond. "Today the federal giant is a reality. In 1948 we were at a crossroads where our national direction needed to be challenged." (Cohodas' fine book is the source of many of the quotatations that follow.)
Thurmond maintained that his campaign championed the principle of states' rights. But in the ethos of the time, that clearly meant the right of Southern states to preserve their customs and way of life, which was based on racial segregation.
A quid pro quo had existed between Dixie and the national Democratic Party for nearly a century. The South gave the national party its loyalty in exchange for the recognition of white supremacy within the region.
This arrangement had been kept in place for generations by the party's two-thirds rule, which required a two-thirds majority of delegates to win the Democratic presidential nomination. The rule had essentially given the South a veto power over the choice of a nominee, but was jettisoned at the 1936 convention near the zenith of Franklin Roosevelt's power and popularity.
Southern Democrats quickly sensed that the balance of power within the party was tipping to Northern liberals, who in 1948 added a strong civil rights plank to the party platform. Thurmond and many other Southern Democrats saw the plank both as a threat to their way of life, as well as evidence of their region's waning influence within the party.
Within days of the close of the Democratic convention in Philadelphia, Southern dissidents gathered in Birmingham, Ala., to form the States' Rights Democratic Party, which became popularly known as the Dixiecrats. From the start, it was clear that race was on their mind.
(Continued on Page 12)
The South from the Dixiecrats to the Present
The chart below compares the strength of the two major Southern-oriented third parties of the 20th century with the recent success of the Republican Party across the South. States are rank-ordered by their black population in 1950, the Census closest to Strom Thurmond's presidential run.
Thurmond in 1948 and George Wallace in 1968 both tended to run best among white voters in Southern states with large black populations. The race issue also helped fuel the Southern Republican advance in the latter stages of the 20th century, but the GOP's appeal has proven much broader than either Thurmond or Wallace could demonstrate. 
Vote in African-American Strongholds
What a difference a half century (plus five years makes). Strom Thurmond carried a number of heavily black counties during his 1948 presidential run that are now a reliable part of the Democratic presidential coalition. Meanwhile, in the heavily black jurisdictions listed below, George Bush ran better in 1988 than his son did in 2000, with the largest falloff in suburban black-majority counties where recent demographic changes have featured an exodus of white voters.
The list of cities and suburbs includes those with a black majority. The list of rural counties and small towns is limited to jurisdictions where blacks comprise at least 75 percent of the population, based in all cases on the 2000 Census. Winning percentages are in bold type. A dash (-) indicates a candidate was not on the ballot. An asterisk (*) indicates the percentage is for the entire "Other" vote, the bulk of which went for Thurmond but is not separable; "n/a" means the Thurmond vote was not available.
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Pop. 
The South and Congress: A Latecomer to the GOP Side
Over the last half century, the GOP has gone from being a party that essentially ignored the South to one that is highly dependent on it.
The transformation did not come as quickly at the congressional level as it did in presidential politics. Republican candidates for the White House have won a majority of Southern states in all but one election since 1968, yet the party did not capture a majority of Southern seats in both the House and Senate until 1994.
Still, the region is every bit as critical to Republican control on Capitol Hill these days as it is to GOP possession of the White House. Just as George W. Bush needed to sweep every electoral vote from the South in 2000 to narrowly win the presidency, Republicans need their large cadre of Southern members to maintain their majorities on both sides of Capitol Hill.
For if it was left to the rest of the country, Republicans would be down by five seats to the Democrats in the Senate and down by four seats in the House, even with the GOP's 2002 election gains.
The South's importance to congressional Republicans has been reflected in the party's leadership in both chambers. When the GOP won the House in 1994, Republican members installed Newt Gingrich of Georgia as speaker. When Gingrich stepped down after unexpected Republican losses in the 1998 election, the speakership was set to go to Bob Livingston of Louisiana, until his candidacy was undone by Livingston's admission of marital infidelity. After that, Dennis Hastert of Illinois was elected speaker, but the post of House majority leader then and now was held by a Texan, currently Tom DeLay.
Our streets will be unsafe. And there will be the greatest breakdown of law enforcement in the history of the nation."
The meaning of the States Rights' campaign for Thurmond and other Southern whites who endorsed it was probably best summarized by John Ed Pearce, a writer for the Louisville Courier-Journal: Thurmond "is not the classic race-hater," Pearce wrote in 1948. "He is a man deeply troubled by threat of social change that would destroy a way of life to which he is accustomed, and raise into a position of legal equality a people he has been reared to regard as inferior."
It was no accident that the States' Rights ticket paired two Deep South governors, Thurmond of South Carolina and Fielding Wright of Mississippi. According to the 1950 Census, their two states had the highest proportion of blacks in the country. And support for the Dixiecrats was strongest in the Deep South, where the black population was large and concern about maintaining white supremacy was high.
The potent combination of race and the Democratic Party ballot line enabled Thurmond to win huge majorities in Mississippi, Alabama and South Carolina, and to carry Louisiana with a comfortable plurality of the vote.
But Thurmond was not a significant factor in the rest of the South, where Truman had the Democratic line and the black population was lower. And the Dixiecrats were not a factor at all outside of the South, where they made little effort and polled less than 5,000 of their 1,169,114 votes.
Ultimately, Thurmond's candidacy failed to thwart the reelection of Truman in 1948. But it did break the Democratic lock on the Solid South that the Republicans were subsequently able to exploit -rather quickly at the presidential level, more slowly at the congressional level. 
What's up in 2003
Three gubernatorial races headline the election calendar in 2003, although the only balloting thus far this year has been a special congressional election in Hawaii's 2nd District to fill the vacancy created last fall by the death of Democratic Rep. Patsy Mink.
For the second time in barely a month, her seat was won by Democrat Ed Case, a former state representative and cousin of outgoing AOL-Time Warner chairman Steve Case. On Nov. 30, Case won a special election to fill the remaining weeks of Mink's term in the 107th Congress, finishing first in a field of 38 candidates that featured the congresswoman's widower, John Mink.
On Jan. 4, Case won another special election to fill the seat in the 108th Congress, which Rep. Mink had won posthumously in last November's general election. Case ran first in a field of 44 candidates, beating the runner-up, former state Sen. Matt Matsunaga, by a margin of 13 percentage points (43%-to-30%). In both elections, all candidates ran together on the same ballot regardless of party, with the high vote-getter winning the seat regardless of percentage. As in the earlier special election, the vast majority of ballots were cast for Democratic candidates. The top Republican candidate in the January special election finished a distant fourth with 6% of the vote. The results below are based on official returns from that contest, with only Case's winning percentage indicated.
Meanwhile, all three gubernatorial races this year should be competitive. An asterisk (*) indicates that the runoff provision in Kentucky is relatively new, has never been employed, and may be rescinded before the primary this spring. Current Kentucky law provides for a runoff between the top two candidates if no candidates attains 40% of the vote in their party's primary. In Louisiana and Mississippi, a runoff is triggered if no candidate reaches 50% of the vote, although in Louisiana the runoff would also serve as a general election since candidates from all parties run together on a single ballot in October. 
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